
Universal Mili
tary Training

WAR NEED OF UNIVERSAL TRAINING.

It must be apparent to • every intelli
gent American by this time that the na
tion is engaged in no limited liability 
war. It is a war of desperation. It must 
be fought to a successful end, even 
tho in so fighting the nation be com
pelled to use its last available man and 
its last available dollar. The war must 
be fought, therefore, with the greatest 
possible efficiency and the greatest pos
sible determination.

Those earnest men who insist that 
there should be no further delay in en
acting a law establishing a system of uni
versal military training now find them
selves confronted by a newly devised 
argument in the mouths of the same gov
ernment officials who formerly denounced 
the proposed system as shockingly mili
taristic. These officials say that to train 
boys of 19 in soldierly tasks would inter
fere with the training of soldiers for the 
serious business of fighting the war, that 
there are no army officers to spare for 
the work, and so on. This is mere eva
sion. No intelligent advocate of univer
sal military training desires any appli
cation of the system that would interfere 
for an instant with the task of fighting 
the war. On the contrary, friends of that 
system urge its adoption at this time as 
an exceedingly valuable war measure.

Hundreds of thousands of young men 
have been registered as eligible and 
available for war service. Other hun
dreds of thousands who have reached the 
age of 21 since the registration last June 
presumably will be registered soon. But 
Germany has made no promise to con
sider itself defeated and to sue for peace 
as soon as these men get under arms and 
go into battle. The American armies 
must continue to grow in size as long as 
the war lasts. The time may come long 
before the end of the war when universal 
military training of American boys of 19 
will be an essential part of the task of 
putting soldiers into the field to fight the 
forces of autocracy. When that time ar
rives the law authorizing such training 
should be ready to serve the nation’s 
need.

Pass the universal military training 
bill now as a war measure and also as a 
measure of enormous benefit in time of 
peace. The Washington practice of con
juring up imaginary objections to univer
sal training is wholly evil. It discloses 
latent pacifism. It is a symptom of the 
old pacifist fear that we shall hit the 
enemy too hard, or at least that we shall 
adopt a too efficient system of permanent 
national defense.
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